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> AGENDA

Presentation of MOSUS results: Policy recommendations for the implementation
of a Sustainable Development Strategy

Chair: Pierre Valette
10HO00 Opening and welcome, by Pierre Valette/Ger Klaassen (European Commission, DG Research)

10H15 GINFORS model/methodology summary, by Bernd Meyer (GWS)
10H45 Discussion

11H15 Coffee break

11H45 Scenario assumptions, by Kurt Kratena (WIFO)
12H15 Discussion

12H45 Lunch
Chair: Bernd Meyer

14H15 Results and evaluation, by Ginther Fischer (IIASA)
14H45 Discussion

15H15 Coffee break

15H45 Policy recommendations, by Fritz Hinterberger (SERI)
16H15 Discussion
16H45 Closing
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> SOME RESULTS
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Environmental evaluation

The implementation of the package of six sustainability
policy measures applied in the low and high
sustainability scenarios resulted in a reduction of
domestic material extraction (both absolute numbers
and per capita) for all European countries and
significantly increased the resource (and energy)
productivity of the European economies. However,
aggregated impacts of the policy measures on material
extraction differ considerably between the European
countries, due to a large number of factors determining
the outcomes of particular policy instruments. These
include the level and composition of past material
extraction and energy use as well as (changes in)
industrial structures, investment and trade.

Economic evaluation

While real GDP per capita rises at an increasing rate in
the baseline scenario, it grows even more quickly in the
low and high scenarios, reaching a maximum of €25224
in the high scenario in 2020. Real GDP per capita is
around 2% higher than the baseline in the low scenario in
2020, and 3.9% higher than the baseline in the high
scenario. Clearly, the package of sustainability policies
simulated with GINFORS is beneficial from the
perspective of economic growth. Furthermore, there are
clear benefits to implementing these policies fully, as the
increase in GDP brought by the high scenario relative to
the low scenario demonstrates. It is the Aachen scenario,
in which Member State governments introduce an
information and consulting programme to increase
material efficiency in the manufacturing sector, that
drives this result, exerting a strong positive effect on
growth through productivity gains that drive prices down
and increase profit margins.
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Social evaluation

According to the economic and the environmental
evaluations, possible conflicts between sustainability
criteria for social conditions, environmental targets and
economic growth do not seem to be problematic. On
the contrary, economic growth for the total EU
increases from the base scenario to the Ilow
sustainability scenario and from the low to the high
sustainability scenario. More income is therefore
generated, and the demand for labour increases, and
leads to a reduction in unemployment. This requires,
however, more rapid structural change, which puts a
stronger pressure on the employee’s ability to adapt in
the labour market.



